


The building at No. 178 is designed in a form characteristic of
contemporary carriage houses. A three-story structure, it has a smooth
limestone base and upper stories faced with brick laid in Flemish bond with
neo-Georgian style random burned headers. The ground floor is articulated
by three crisply cut rectangular openings:' a chamfered central vehicular
entrance capped by a keystone in the form of a stylized cartouche; a pedes-
trian entrance to the right that is capped by a stone transom bar and
transom light; and a window that is set to the left. A modest stone cor-
nice separates the utilitarian ground floor from the residential stories
above. The focal point of the upper stories is the central window bay.

The central window on each of the upper stories is set within a classical
limestone enframement--crossetted on the second floor and round-arched on
the third floor. The flanking double-hung windows are capped by stone drip
lintels with splayed keystones. The building is crowned by a galvanized-
iron cornice with garlands hanging from the console brackets. A bold car-
touche at cornice level gives added emphasis to the central bay.

Prior to its completion in 1904 John Connors sold the carriage house
to Charles I. Hudson (1852-1921) who lived at 1 East 76th Street. Hudson
was the head of the brokerage firm of C.I. Hudson & Co., established in 1874.
In addition, he bred Jersey cattle and was the director of the American
Jersey Cattle Club. Hudson retained ownership of the building until his
death.

Now offices and a private residence, the carriage house remians in
excellent condition and is one of the finest of the buildings that gives
East 73rd Street between Lexington and Third Avenues its unusual ambiance.
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FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the archi-
tecture and other features of this building, the Landmarks Preservation
Commission finds that the 178 East 73rd Street Building has a special
character, special historical and aesthetic interest and value as part
of the development, heritage and cultural characteristics of New York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the
178 East 73rd Street Building is a fine example of an early 20th-century
carriage house; that it is a beautifully massed Beaux-Arts style structure;
that the building, a rare survivor, is a reminder of an elegant lifestyle
that has passed; that it was owned by important New Yorkers including broker
Charles I. Hudson; and that the carriage house is a vital component of the
unusual group of buildings on East 73rd Street between Lexington and Third
Avenvues.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 21 (formerly
Chapter 63) of the Charter of the City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the
Administrative Code of the City of New York, the Landmarks Preservation
Commission designates as a Landmark the 178 East 73rd Street Building
Borough of Manhattan and designates Tax Map Block 1407, Lot 43, Borough
of Manhattan, as its Landmark Site.
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